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New DAC Q&A: Registration

The next New DAC Q&A webinar is Tuesday, Nov. 17, from 2—3 p.m. Experienced DACs are welcome to attend as
well. Register for the New DAC Q&A Webinar. Details for joining the webinar are provided once participants

register.

The prerequisites for this webinar are the following chapters of the Procedures Manual:

e Chapter 2: Overview of Statewide Assessments
e Chapter 3: Roles and Responsibilities for Testing

e Chapter 5: Responsible and Ethical Practices to Maintain Test Security and Test Score Integrity

After reading the chapters, submit questions for the New DAC Q&A webinar. MDE will answer these questions
during the webinar.
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Technology Readiness

As preparations are made for statewide assessments this year, districts must ensure they have the technology
ready to administer required online tests. District Technology Coordinators (DTCs) must make necessary
technology preparations and be familiar with the requirements and processes for each test. Information for


https://minnesota.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc3300%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dminnesota%26UID%3D2358417731%26RT%3DMiM3%26siteurl%3Dminnesota%26apiname%3Dj.php%26MTID%3Dte4c932cac0c6e1db1a26972b455d89f4%26FM%3D1%26rnd%3D7399403182%26servicename%3DTC%26ED%3D1123237812%26needFilter%3Dfalse&siteurl=minnesota
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RrAU68QkGUWPJricIVmCjLCucg8zMAlMvyaokgeOzoZUOFdUVjg3MjlFSlRUVk1CNTJNMDM1NFk3QS4u

DTCs will continue to be included in the Tech Update section of Assessment Updates as relevant information is
available. This week’s Tech Update includes information about technology resources available for review.

Note: MDE sends the Assessment Update to all DTCs indicated in the MDE-ORG system; an archive of the
Assessment Update can be found on PearsonAccess Next.
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Webinar: Science MCA-IV and Constructed-Response
Question Types

The Science MCA-IV, which is based on the 2019 Minnesota Academic Standards in Science, will first be
administered in spring 2024. To prepare for this new assessment, MDE is investigating whether constructed
response (open-ended) question types are appropriate for assessing students on these standards. This webinar
will provide the reasons why we are exploring constructed response questions. We will also give an overview of
the timeline for including them on the MCA-IV, as well as the steps needed to determine the appropriateness of
these questions on the new assessments.

The same presentation will be available at two different times:

e Register for Nov. 18 Science MCA-IV webinar; this webinar is scheduled for 3—3:30.

e Register for Dec. 1 Science MCA-IV webinar; this webinar is scheduled for 4-4:30.

Please share these webinar links with district staff who may be interested in assessment of the science
standards and this spring’s field testing during the operational administration.
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Upcoming WIDA Webinars
WIDA Webinar: Managing Students in WIDA AMS

WIDA will host the Managing Students in WIDA AMS webinar on Thursday, Nov. 12, from 1-2 p.m. Join the
Managing Students in WIDA AMS webinar on Nov. 12. The webinar is designed for Test and will
provide how-to information on student demographic information and accommodations.

WIDA Webinar: Managing Students in WIDA AMS

WIDA will host the Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs for New Test Administrators webinar on Tuesday, Nov. 17, from
1-2 p.m. Join the Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs for New Test Administrators WIDA AMS webinar on Nov. 17. The
webinar is designed for Test Administrators and will provide an overview of Kindergarten ACCESS, including the

following topics:

e Scheduling


https://public.education.mn.gov/MdeOrgView/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/mde-updates/assessment-update/
https://minnesota.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc3300%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dminnesota%26UID%3D-99999999%26RT%3DMiM3%26siteurl%3Dminnesota%26apiname%3Dj.php%26MTID%3Dtad5fbd1332267687db4fdb46f5767bda%26FM%3D1%26rnd%3D0729385291%26servicename%3DTC%26ED%3D1125913462%26needFilter%3Dfalse&siteurl=minnesota
https://minnesota.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc3300%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dminnesota%26UID%3D-99999999%26RT%3DMiM3%26siteurl%3Dminnesota%26apiname%3Dj.php%26MTID%3Dt40bdc900776b69bfd8ba073a8874c574%26FM%3D1%26rnd%3D5070131691%26servicename%3DTC%26ED%3D1125896432%26needFilter%3Dfalse&siteurl=minnesota
https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.11934087531682946&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000043d263a9659566eef3930a201c8a0a4a43a9d6daccbf45dca49ed6c5b4922a15a%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D165398588618211344%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAARieyD5FCvRoCb2KNfDaUjiwqqvHguqm7ku9NQf6BubDA2%26
https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.11934087531682946&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000043d263a9659566eef3930a201c8a0a4a43a9d6daccbf45dca49ed6c5b4922a15a%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D165398588618211344%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAARieyD5FCvRoCb2KNfDaUjiwqqvHguqm7ku9NQf6BubDA2%26
https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.9079725240414148&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000045070f5d82b1990b70161a07706301d9efec8bd778a0132fe179cf230cc50bf34%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D165405844029080105%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQibDXxe1qq_WDwfsuJQKt7z0s-6yEK8zYQMjhqtoUSPw2%26

e Basics of administration

e Review of training resources

WIDA Webinar Schedule

The 2020-21 ACCESS and Screener Webinar Calendar document is a list of all of WIDA’s planned webinars (with
registration links) and is available on the ACCESS Webinars page. WIDA also posts recordings of their webinars

on the ACCESS Webinars page for those who are unable to attend the live events.
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Odds and Ends

MDE and the Pearson help desk will be closed on Wednesday, Nov. 11, in honor of Veterans Day. Because of this
closure, next week’s Assessment Update will be sent on Tuesday, Nov. 10.
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Upcoming Opportunities
Teaching and Learning Led by Evidence Webinar Series

There is one remaining session in the webinar series on classroom assessments. Participants earn one continuing
education unit (CEU) for each session, and registration is required (see the link in the table below). If an
individual has not attended any previous sessions, they are still encouraged to attend this session if it is of
interest. Please contact Kendra at kendra.olsen@state.mn.us with any questions.

The series is scheduled to resume again in January with additional webinars designed for school leaders or
teachers who want to continue sharpening their assessment and data literacy skills. Future topics in the series
will focus on areas related to statewide assessments, including how to use publicly available data from MDE,
interpreting and appropriately using MCA scores, and how the MCA is developed.

Note: Recordings of the previous webinars and additional information about upcoming webinars are now
available on the Request Professional Development page of Testing 1, 2, 3.



https://portal.wida.us/ACCESSTraining/ACCESSWebinars.aspx
mailto:kendra.olsen@state.mn.us
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/get/req/

SESSION

. DATE AND TIME ToriC AND DETAILS LEARNING OBJECTIVES
5 Thursday, Assessment of Learning — Participants will be able to:
Nov. 12, Summative Assessments for your

e Improve alignment of classroom

4-5 p.m. Classroom
assessments to standards

Register for Session 5

e Increase the rigor of questions to
eliminate student misconceptions

e Ensure assessments measure the
extent students have mastered
the standards for an instructional
unit
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Tech Update

Key Technology Information for ACCESS

Testing Window: Jan. 25-March 19
Service Provider and Website: Data Recognition Corporation (DRC); wida-ams.us

System Requirements: Technology Requirements for WIDA assessments

Customer Support: 855-787-9615 or WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com

Key Technology Resources: Technology User Guide, Technology Readiness Checklist for WIDA Online
Assessments, WIDA AMS User Guide, and other related resources are available in WIDA AMS. In order to
access technical resources, log in to WIDA AMS > My Applications > General Information > Documents;
leave filters at All to see the resources.

Training Opportunities: Live and recorded webinars are included in the 2020-21 Q&A Webinar Schedule
for Technology Coordinators document, which is included in the list of technology resources in WIDA
AMS, referenced in the previous bullet.

Key Technology Information for MCA

Testing Window: Reading/Mathematics MCA from March 8—May 7; Science MCA from March 8—May 14

Service Provider and Website: Pearson; minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com

System Requirements: TestNav system requirements for MCA administration

Customer Support: 888-817-8659 or submit a Pearson help desk request



https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/k2/j.php?MTID=t82ad782acf949042990361c4f3255952
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/technology
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/display/TN/TestNav+System+Requirements
http://download.pearsonaccessnext.com/ref/WebToCase.html?p=MINNESOTA

o Key Technology Resources: The Infrastructure Readiness Checklist (to be posted in early December) and

other information and resources are on Pearson’s Technology page.

e Training Opportunities: Webinars for new and experienced Technology Coordinators will be provided in
December; topics covered in each training are included in the Upcoming Technology Trainings 2020-21
document available under Additional Technology Resources on the Technology page. The trainings will
be recorded and posted in the Training Management System in PearsonAccess Next. See table below for

more information about the Technology Coordinator Trainings.

DATE

TRAINING AND WEBINAR LINKS

WEBINAR DETAILS

Wednesday, Dec. 9
9-10 a.m.

New Technology Coordinator Training (1-2 years)

Join the Dec. 9 webinar for new tech coordinators at 9 a.m.

Call-in phone number:
866-789-9850

Conference code:
547 778 568#

Thursday, Dec. 10
1-2 p.m.

Experienced Technology Coordinator Training (3+ years)

Join the Dec. 10 webinar for experienced tech coordinators

at 1 p.m.

Call-in phone number:
866-789-9850

Conference code:
423 000 935#
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STATEWIDE STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND DATA ANALYTICS

Minnesota Department of Education

education.mn.gov > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing

If you have any questions or want to unsubscribe, please send an email to mde.testing@state.mn.us.



http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/technology-resources/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/technology-resources/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjM3MzJlMDUtMjk0Ny00YjNkLThmNzEtNzc1NTEyNDgyN2Vi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228cc434d7-97d0-47d3-b5c5-14fe0e33e34b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c0dd757-a3a3-433b-ab4d-2a22cb2284b1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OThkYTFlMGYtYTI3Mi00Y2UwLThlODctYjBmZmIyZDEwNTA3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228cc434d7-97d0-47d3-b5c5-14fe0e33e34b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c0dd757-a3a3-433b-ab4d-2a22cb2284b1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OThkYTFlMGYtYTI3Mi00Y2UwLThlODctYjBmZmIyZDEwNTA3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228cc434d7-97d0-47d3-b5c5-14fe0e33e34b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c0dd757-a3a3-433b-ab4d-2a22cb2284b1%22%7d
https://education.mn.gov/mde/index.html
mailto:mde.testing@state.mn.us

